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JASON VAN DRIESCHE, Deputy Director
LOCAL MOTION
There is hardly an issue or initiative related to walking and
biking in Chittenden County (and increasingly in all areas of
the state) in which Jason has not been involved. Sometimes
he plays the role of technical advisor, sometimes the role of
advocate, and sometimes the role of community advisor. Sometimes he is
the public face of an important initiative, and sometimes is a behind-thescenes supporter. He has attended countless meetings (many on personal
time), worked with government and community members alike, and
improved the outcomes of dozens of projects. In his nine years at Local
Motion, Jason took on increasingly more responsible roles, including Director
of Education and Advocacy, Deputy Director, and most recently Interim
Executive Director. In the past year Jason performed two full-time jobs at
once, continuing to act as Director of Education and Advocacy during the
Interim period. During that year all bike/walk projects stayed on schedule,
bike services set new records, fundraising exceeded Board goals, and Local
Motion finished the year “in the black.” He also was critical to recruiting and
training the new Executive Director, Karen Yacos.
From advocacy to enforcement, to education to infrastructure, Jason has
recognized the importance of a broad and encompassing approach to
making it easier for Vermonters to choose walking and biking in their
communities. Jason has done all of it with poise, good humor, and tenacity.
He has poured his heart and soul into his work, and he has an incredible
legacy of genuinely valuable contributions to the wellbeing of Vermonters
and the livability of Vermont communities.

WALK/BIKE VOLUNTEER ADVOCATE
ALICE CHARKES, Community Champion
BRATTLEBORO COALITION for ACTIVE TRANSPORT
Alice is a role model for and has dedicated countless hours to
the cause of active transportation. She articulates well the
value of active transportation to the personal health of people
and the collective health of citizens in the community.
She has not been deterred by the notion of budgets, bureaucracy, meetings,
paperwork, public forums, politics and process. Since 2006, Alice has served her
fellow Brattleboro and Vermont citizens by founding or serving on these efforts:
• Vermont Bike/Ped Coalition, Board secretary
• Brattleboro Area Bike/Ped Coalition, founder
• Way to Go! Challenge leader
• Safe Kids Coalition, Walk This Way grant recipient for Brattleboro’s first solarpowered radar speed feedback unit
• Brattleboro Town Bike/Ped Advisory committee, founding member
• Brattleboro Safe Streets Project, co-founder
• Paint the Pavement coordinator (community event to paint a mural at a busy
intersection in Brattleboro with the purpose of slowing traffic down)
• Local Motion, Everyday Bicycling trainer
• Brattleboro Safer Streets Forum, co-facilitator
• Brattleboro Coalition for Active Transport, co-founder
• Brattleboro Traffic Safety Committee member and School representative
In addition, Alice has been a Bicycling and Pedestrian Safety educator since
2004 and is a primary author of the Walk Smart - Bike Smart Vermont! Curriculum
which was implemented in more than 200 schools and piloted with 5000 students
in grades K-4. The curriculum has also been used by California, Texas and
Oregon in the development of their own state curriculum.
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RJ THOMPSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
VT HUTS ASSOCIATION
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ANGUS MCCUSKER
THE VELOMONT TRAIL

Founded in 2016, the Vermont Huts Association (VT
Huts) has been working with its partners in recreation
to create a year-round hut network in the Green
Mountains. When complete, the hut network will
provide a new point of access to the outdoors for
backcountry skiers, mountain bikers, and hikers.
In tandem, the Vermont Mountain Bike Association
(VMBA) has created an initiative to develop an endto-end single track multi-use mountain biking trail to connect the numerous
mountain bike chapters across the state via the Velomont Trail, utilizing VT Huts and
local communities as key points for overnight accommodations. Phase one will
connect the towns of Stowe and Killington via strategically located huts and trail
connectivity. Additionally, both VMBA and VT Huts are working closely with the
state of Vermont’s Forests, Parks, and Recreation Department to gather feedback
and guidance about potential routes of connectivity and hut locations. This open
line of communication is critical and will continue to foster the efficient
development of new recreation assets for the public. This collaborative hut and
trail project will create an unparalleled outdoor recreation experience not found
anywhere in the US. Users of the network will be able to travel on bike or foot into
towns and villages across the state, patronize local businesses, and provide rural
communities a small economic boost. Once they’re ready for the next leg of their
journey, users can head back into the forest toward their next hut.

