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CATAMOUNT TRAIL 
Established In 1984

Completed in Fall 2007

The Longest Backcountry  Ski Trail In North 
America

300 Miles Long

31 Sections



MISSION: To connect people with the 
Catamount Trail and Vermont’s backcountry 
by promoting, protecting, and expanding 
winter trails and terrain.

VISION: To create a future where Vermont 
is home to a world-class network of locally-
supported winter backcountry trails and 
terrain accessible to outdoor travelers of all 
abilities and means. The Catamount Trail 
will be central to the network.



We have too!

$
Funding!

Share Data

www.uvm.edu/~transctr/research/VTransBPPortal



Because you know it’s important, but 
you’ve been putting it off out of 
concern that it may be complicated 
and expensive.

But take heart!

We’re here to say, a rag tag band of 
misfits and idealists can in fact save 
the (trail counting) universe!



Low Use

Cross Vermont Trail in East 
Montpelier

Count: 30 trips per day

Example observation: At 
this use level the current 
eight car trailhead parking 
is needed and regularly 
used, but is adequate.

Medium Use

South Burlington Bike path 
(not within developed park)

Count: 100 – 200 trips per 
day.

Example Observation: At 
this use level standard 
“Shared Use Path” design 
specs are plenty adequate.

High Use

Burlington Bike Path, Stowe 
Rec Path

Count: 100 trips per HOUR

Example Observation: At 
this use level, the width of 
these trails as built has 
turned out to be  too 
narrow.

Matching counts with observed conditions on trail. Patterns? Lessons?



>To better understand volume and 
patterns of use along the Catamount 
Trail, and in Vermont’s emerging 
backcountry zones.  

>To better understand economic 
and ecologic impacts. 

>To inform future policy, planning, 
funding, and implementation 
strategies related to sustainable 
winter trails and backcountry zones.  





Pool TECHNIQUES, to get 
‘apples to apples’ 
comparable data, statewide 
and even nationwide.

Pool PEOPLE HOURS and 
EQUIPMENT, to minimize 
overhead and share fixed 
costs – and to learn from 
each other!



Initial goals: Collect baseline data, refine 
process, continue monitoring to identify 
use patterns and changes over time. 

Winter 2017
>Successfully collected data for 2+ 
months at Brandon Gap and Braintree 
Mountain Forest. 

>SE Group produced memo 
summarizing data and estimating 
economic impact.



Winter 2018
>Deployed 4 counters at Brandon Gap 
and Braintree Mountain Forest 

>Deployed 4 counters between Bolton 
Valley Resort and Trapp Family Lodge 
on the CT 

>Compile, Analyze, Report on data by 
October 2018





So, how did it go?

Reviewing the 2017 
counting project by 
CVTA and CVRPC.

Summarizing results, 
lessons learned.





Let’s pool our people time, clipboards and infrared counters (or “blasters” we can say) 
and do more counts.

Together, following ‘apples to apples’ protocols, so that we can share the information 
and make a base line of use data combined with what those levels of use actually mean 
for observed trail management needs.

CVTA would like to do more counts together with other trail groups, give us a call!

Greg Western     802-498-0079     greg@crossvermont.org



Winter 2019- PROPOSED

>Continue to deploy 4 counters at Brandon Gap through 2021 (5 years 
of data).

>Continue to deploy 4 counters at Bolton Valley through 2020 (3 years 
of data).

>Endeavor to collect trail count data at other CT locations, Lake 
Willoughby, Big Jay, and Dutch Hill. 

>Work with UVM students and other volunteers to complete manual 
counts for each location.







CTA
Amy Kelsey

CVTA
Greg Western

SE Group
Drew Pollack-Bruce & Tom Hand

Central Vermont RPC
Dan Currier

Chittenden County RPC
Chris Dubin

Two Rivers RPC
Rita Seto
Chris Damiani

VT FPR
Jason Nerenberg



Contact Information
Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission
Dan Currier, 802-229-0389
currier@cvregion.com
www.centralvtplanning.org

Cross Vermont Trail Association
Greg Western, 802-498-0079, 
greg@crossvermont.org
www.crossvermont.org

Catamount Trail Association
Matt Williams, 802.864.5794
info@catamounttrail.org
www.catamounttrail.org


